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matter who is mayor of Houston Mayor: For the past five years, city has been doing ‘fine’ no matter who is mayor of Houston May 9, 2015 HOUSTON - The past five years have been "phenomenal," no matter who the mayor is. Mayor Annise Parker was out of the country for much of the past two years, leaving the city's top spot vacant. And now there's a chance she
might get that back in a vacuum situation as a special election is held next year to appoint someone to serve out the last few months of her term, which ended in June. But Houstonians can take solace in the fact that the city's fiscal health has remained strong with a banner number of oil and gas company expansions, and impressive job growth. In the past five years, the

city has earned a triple AAA bond rating, accruing $75 million in tax revenue from municipal bonds that are now sold at higher interest rates. And Houston City Controller Sheryl Sculley said the city has borrowed $38.6 million for capital improvements in the past two years, including $20.5 million this year. "I think our political environment has been very good for
the city,'' Sculley said. She said the city's cash reserves are about $184 million, or 15 percent of the general fund revenue the city brings in from local property taxes. That's greater than in some national cities that had government shutdowns a few years ago. "Our debt level is very modest and our reserve levels are very healthy and strong,'' she said. And Councilman

Joe Crabb, the fiscal watchdog, said the "city is doing fine" with revenues that are expected to rise as a result of the oil boom. "We're going to find that revenue, and I think it will be a substantial increase. It's important for our residents to understand that, and that's not
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